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and has ordered me to make everybody play; and, for fear
that nobody should dare to begin, to set, myself, the example;""
and with this he began to play at brelan; and the salon was
soon filled with gaming tables.

Such was the affection of the King: such that of Madame de-
Maintenon ! She felt the loss of Monsieur as a deliverance, and
could scarcely restrain her joy; and it was with the greatest
difficulty she succeeded in putting on a mournful countenance.
She saw that the King was already consoled; nothing could
therefore be more becoming than for her to divert him, and
nothing suited her better than to bring things back into their
usual course, so that there might be no more talk of Monsieur
nor of affliction. For propriety of appearance she cared nothing.
The thing could not fail, however, to be scandalous; and in
whispers was found so. Monseigneur, though he had appeared
to like Monsieur, who had given him all sorts of balls and
amusements, and shown him every kind of attention and com-
plaisance, went out wolf hunting the very day after his death ;.
and, upon his return, finding play going on in the salons, went
without hesitation and played himself like the rest. Monsei-
gneur le Due de Bourgogne and M. le Due de Berry only saw
Monsieur on public occasions, and therefore could not be much
moved by his loss. But Madame la Duchesse was extremely
touched by this event. He was her grandfather; and she tenderly
loved her mother, who loved Monsieur; and Monsieur had al-
ways been very kind to her, and provided all kinds of diversion,
for her. Although not very loving to anybody, she loved Mon-
sieur ; and was much affected not to dare to show .her grief
which she indulged a long time in private. What the grief of
Madame was has already been seen.

As for M. de Chartres, he was much affected by his loss. The
father and son loved each other extremely. Monsieur was a
gentle and indulgent parent, who had never constrained his-
son. But if the Due's heart was touched, his reason also was.
Besides the great assistance it was to him to have a father,
brother of the King, that father was, as it were, a barrier
between him and the King, under whose hand he now found him-